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Situated on a sixty-acre tract in the Kingston community in southeastern Adams County,
Magnolia Hill is located east of Kingston Road and is entered from several unmarked
county roads. The story-and-a-half rectangular frame building faces west and rests upon
low brick foundation piers. With the exception of the facade the exterior walls are
clapboard, topped with a gable roof of standing-seam metal. The three brick chimneys are
of three different types. On the northern gable is an inside end chimney, on the southern
gable is an outside end chimney, and piercing the roof at its peak is an interior chimney.
Three gabled dormers containing six-over-six double-hung sash are located on each slope
of the roof.
The facade of the house is divided into nine bays, and a gallery the full width of the
facade is located under the front slope of the roof. The wooden box columns of the
gallery have unmolded capitals and.no bases. They replace, the tapered turned columns
documented in old photographs of the house. The gallery columns are connected by rectangular-sectioned balusters and louvered jalousies that extend halfway from the porch
ceiling to the top of the porch railing.
The front wall of the house is plastered and adorned with a wainscot composed of molded
panels that match the doorway panels. All windows of the house are composed of sixover-six double-hung sash and are closed with shutter blinds. Access to the interior is
provided through three doorways. The doorway of the central bay is set inside a beaded
frame and contains double-leaf six-panel molded doors and a six-light transom. The other
two doorways, each centered in the three bays of each end, are also set in beaded frames
and contain double-leaf three-panel molded doors and no transoms. All door hardware is
original.
The downstairs of Magnolia Hill consists of six large rooms, two rooms deep and three
rooms wide, and no hallway. The three front rooms contain matching Greek Revival wooden
mantels adorned with attached three-quarter fluted Greek Doric columns. The other downstairs mantel and the three upstairs mantels are Greek Revival of wooden construction
with plain pilasters. The center front room has two sets of interior double-leaf sixpanel molded doors set in molded architraves. One set of doors opens into the front room
on the northern end of the house; the other set opens into the center back room. The
remaining doors in the house are single-leaf six-panel molded doors framed by a molded
architrave. All but one of the interior doors has its original hardware, and many are
grained in mahogany or walnut. All the baseboards downstairs are molded and present two
fasciae; the upstairs has simple beaded baseboards throughout. All interior walls of
the house are plastered and either unpainted or whitewashed.
An unusual feature of the downstairs is the two windows flanking the double-leaf doorway
located on the interior wall separating the front and back center rooms. These windows,
which match the exterior windows of the house, are an original feature to provide light
and ventilation, each center room having only one outside exposure. Also unusual are the
original closets, three of which are located downstairs. One closet is accommodated by
a deep fireplace wall in the southern front room; the other two are located in the center
back room under the two separate staircases.
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Magnolia Hill is a story-and-a-half cottage possessing architectural details representative
of both the Federal and Greek Revival styles. The house is typical of residences constructed for planters residing in the rural countryside of Adams County, Mississippi, before
the War Between the States. Today, however, the house is outstanding among its counterparts
for its-remarkable integrity; -The>bare plaster walls.,., original hardware,., nineteenth- ,
century mahogany graining, fine collection of outbuildings, and unspoiled setting - all., ..
contribute to make Magnolia Hill one of the best-preserved historic houses in Adams County.
Stylistic and documentary evidence indicates that Magnolia Hill was constructed between
1834 and 1840 for Alexander Boyd, who was born in Wythe County, Virginia, in 1790.
After
his marriage to Wealthy Thomas, originally from Tennessee, he settled with his wife in the
Kingston community southeast of Natchez.
Family tradition maintains that Boyd was a
physician and that one of the brick outbuildings served as his office and clinic.
It is
likely that Boyd, like many of the wealthy planters, used his medical practice as a base
from which to launch a more lucrative career as a planter.
Alexander Boyd is not listed in the 1830 census as a resident of Mississippi, but -in the
1850 census his property is valued at $23,500 and his occupation is recorded as planter.
(Stephen Duncan of Auburn, a physician, was also listed as a planter.) - Boyd's will, dated
1857, refers to several plantations that he owned, including one in Louisiana.
Alexander Boyd died in 1866 at Magnolia Hill, and his descendants continued to own the
house until 1958.
Receipts among Boyd's probate papers q document that the house and accompanying plantation were called Magnolia Hill in 1868, but the property is now referred
to as Magnolia Hills by Boyd's descendants and the Adams County tax assessor's office.
In 1977 Magnolia Hill.was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. William Carl McGehee. The McGehees
received the 1977 Mississippi Historical Society Award for their sympathetic restoration
of the Dr. Dubs Townhouse in Natchez, a National Register property, and their awareness
of proper restoration philosophy assures the future preservation of Magnolia Hill.
Notes
Adams County, Mississippi, Deed Book R:76.
2

Boyd Sojourner and Dorothy Sojourner, Route 1, Box 283, Natchez, Mississippi.
Information copied from the Boyd family Bible. Mr. Sojourner is the great-grandson of
Alexander Boyd.
Boyd Sojourner and Dorothy Sojourner.
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7 - DESCRIPTION
The stairways are both located on the interior walls of the center back room. One is a
closed stair entered from the center back room; the other is open, though originally
enclosed, and is entered from the southern back room. Both stairs run from back to front
along the wall in a straight flight with quarter-turn winders at the bottom.
Upstairs are three large bedrooms. The northern stairway terminates in a short narrow
hall that connects the middle and northern bedrooms. The southern staircase terminates in
a dormer vestibule area that opens into the southern bedroom. The southern and middle
bedrooms are connected by a doorway. All three rooms are lighted by two dormers each,
and the end rooms are provided with additional light from two windows at each gable end
of the house. The southern room is served by two closets, one of which has its original
peg hangers.
At the rear of the house, the slope of the roof is broken over a back gallery extending
the full width of the seven-bay wall. A small enclosure has been made at either end of
the gallery to provide space for a pantry and bathroom. The columns across the back are
original to the house, if not to the back gallery. The tapered turned columns have been
cut and set upon wooden blocks and are connected by balusters.
Six outbuildings are included in the Magnolia Hill property. A frame gable-roof building
that was originally the plantation schoolhouse was moved from its original location and
placed, facing south, just to the rear of the main house on the northern end. This
building was relocated to provide a more conveniently placed kitchen. On the southern
side of the house is a small stuccoed brick cistern house. To the southeast is the
original stuccoed brick kitchen building consisting of two rooms with a privy shed attached
to the southern wall. To the south of the kitchen building is the original carriage house
with strap-hinged doors. Behind the main house in an easterly direction is another
stuccoed brick building believed to have been used by Alexander Boyd as a clinic. The
sixth building is a frame double-room house located a quarter mile from the main house and
believed to have been a slave dwelling.

8 - SIGNIFICANCE
Charles Bailey, the last of Alexander Boyd's descendants to occupy Magnolia Hill,
related this information to Mr. and Mrs. V. J. Stephens, 9 Fatherland Road, Natchez,
Mississippi. Mr. and Mrs. Stephens purchased Magnolia Hill from Mr. Bailey in 1958.
United States Census Records for Mississippi, 1830 and 1850.
r

Adams County, Mississippi, Will Book 3:285.
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7. Magnolia Hill was a working plantation, and the present sixty-acre tract is all
that remains of what was once a plantation of several hundred acres. Presently,
the sixty acres is being used for agricultural purposes. Most of the land
adjacent to the nominated sixty-acre tract is still owned by descendants of
Alexander Boyd, for whom Magnolia Hill was constructed, and it is also used for
agricultural purposes.
8.

Magnolia Hill does possess agricultural significance in terms of its having been
a working antebellum plantation, but I did not think of its plantation use as
constituting agricultural significance in terms of a National Register area of
significance. As stated in answer to item seven, the land is today still used
for agricultural purposes. Of the original six outbuildings, all are basically
unchanged except the school house, which was moved to the rear of the main house.
The buildings are no longer used for their original purposes; they are not used
at all except for storage of farm equipment and supplies. Note in the last paragraph of the physical description that the frame house, believed to have been
a slave dwelling, is located a quarter mile from the main house.

10.

Much of the significance of Magnolia Hill rests in its integrity of setting as
well as architectural detail (note the first paragraph of the statement of signifi
cance and the submitted photographs). Although the acreage of the original
Magnolia Hill plantation has been divided among heirs and other owners, most of
the entire tract is still under cultivation or is being used for the grazing
of cattle. Nominating the sixty-acre tract is necessary to protect, even to
a much lesser degree, some of this integrity of setting. The house sits upon
a rise, and its vistas exceed the sixty nominated acres.
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Adams County, Mississippi, Probate Papers, Box 160.
Adams County, Mississippi, Deed Book 8M:516.
Adams County, Mississippi, Probate Papers, Box 160.
9 - MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Bailey, Charles. Family history related by Bailey, last descendant of Alexander Boyd to
reside at Magnolia Hill, to Mr. and Mrs. V. J. Stephens, 9 Fatherland Road, Natchez,
Mississippi. (The Stephens purchased Magnolia Hill from Bailey in 1958.)
Sojourner, Boyd, and Sojourner, Dorothy. Route 1, Box 283, Natchez, Mississippi.
Information copied from the Boyd family Bible. (Mr. Sojourner is a great-grandson
of Alexander Boyd.)
United States. Bureau of the Census.
1830, 1850.

Population Schedules, Adams County, Mississippi,

oojourner ana Dorothy Sojourner.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See attached photocopy of county tax map.
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